
“Paper Democracy:   

Introducing the Filing System in the Post-War 

Japanese Prosecutor’s Office.” 
 

This presentation provides a semiotic and linguistic anthropological 

analysis of the filing system introduced in the Japanese Prosecutor’s Office 

in the aftermath of WWII, from the late 1940s to the early 1950s.  At this 

time Taylor’s scientific management and Weberian visions of bureaucratic 

rationality in general expanded, for the first time, into public administrative 

offices as part of the democratization reform of the Japanese justice system 

pushed by the American Occupation. I will show how the filing system sets 

in motion a diagram-like formation of what amounts to “logistical media,” 

which spatially and temporally regulates the movement of people and 

things as a self-correcting, self-generating machine.  Beyond, and in 

addition to, the understanding of law hermeneutically as a relatively 

bounded discourse or set of rules, I hope to show the law's alternative mode 

of existence viewed from its medial infrastructure.  

 

 

Date: April 14th 

Time: 3:30-5:00pm 

 Place: INTS 1111 

Cover page of Noritsu.  1952, 3(3).  Tokyo 

Metropolitan Government, Citizens' Office, 

Efficiency Section.   

Science Studies/Miyako Inoue 

Web site:: 

http://ideasandsociety.ucr.edu/ 

 

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/IdeasandSociety 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For a complimentary parking permit, RSVP 

to cisevents@ucr.edu. (Not available for 

current UCR students or employees.) 

(Interdisciplinary Building South) 


