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This symposium convenes an interdisciplinary research team of scholars (in education,
gender and sexuality studies, Indigenous studies, performance studies, information
studies, disability studies), community archivists, and independent oral historians to
discuss community-grounded approaches to oral history with the UCR campus and
broader public. Conceived by UCR’s Memory & Resistance Laboratory (MEM-RES) in
collaboration with Separated: An Oral History Project, this gathering will be the research
team’s first opportunity to share preliminary findings from an 8-month study that examines
how practitioners across cultural contexts are engaging oral history in ways that challenge
assumptions reproduced by professional bodies like the Oral History Association (OHA).
This convening will seed a high-impact project: the development of a community-centered,
location-sensitive toolkit that will serve as an alternative guide to OHA’s generalizable “best
practice” policies.
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