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This UCR conference will bring together a leading group of scholars studying dyes and 
related materials to shed light upon the vast and entangled networks that constituted a 
global world of colors. While this conference takes indigo as the primary case study, the 
goal of this conference is to engage with the transcultural histories of other prominent 
colorants that 

circulated globally and appeared alongside textiles. The conference will be divided into 
three thematic sessions. The first, “Origins,” focuses on labor, examining knowledge of 
cultivating dyes and textile materials as both an embodied and intellectual practice. The 
second, “Mobility,” telescopes out to examine dyes in a global, connected world, charting 
the trajectories of materials and technologies across maritime and overland trade routes. 
Finally, the third theme, “Patterns of Use,” considers vibrantly colored dyed fabrics as they 
enfolded bodies and draped over structures. The conference will conclude with a tour of 
the UCR Botanical Garden. 
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