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Re-Visioning	Abolitionist	Futures,	funded	by	a	2020-21	UC	Humanities	Research	Institute	
‘Engaging	Humanities’	grant,	Re-Visioning	Abolitionist	Futures	builds	on	and	advances	
existing	collaborations	between	abolitionist	scholars	across	the	UC	system	with	Critical	
Resistance	(CR),	which	is	the	leading	grassroots	prison	industrial	complex	abolition	
organization.	Abolition	is	a	political	vision	and	broad	strategy	to	eliminate	prisons	and	
policing	to	create	a	society	that	provides	genuine	security	for	all	people.	

The	project’s	intellectual	agenda	fosters	cross-disciplinary	humanities	scholarship	by	
convening	scholar-activists	from	five	UC	campuses	and	organizers	from	CR	to	advance	an	
abolitionist	approach	to	ICE,	(im)migrant	detention	and	deportation,	queer	and	trans	
community	organizing,	and	the	interpenetration	of	policing	and	the	university	(Boggs	and	
Mitchell,	et	al.,	2019).	This	project	will	innovatively	transform	and	transmit	the	collective	
research	and	analysis	of	scholars,	frontline	abolitionist	organizers,	and	formerly	
imprisoned	intellectuals	into	an	accessible	filmic	form	and	open-access	platform	in	
collaboration	with	CR.	
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