Making Space: Emerging Theories and Interventions in Critical Anti-
Violence Research

Critical Anti-Violence Research and Action (CARA) is a working group of faculty and
graduate students at UC Riverside with a thematic foci of racialized gender violence,
feminist carceral studies, decolonial feminist methodologies, and building bridges between
scholarly research and community organizing. Established in Fall 2019, CARA emerged
from a recognition of a critical mass of scholars at UCR whose research interrogates
gendered violence critically, or through an analytic that interrogates the relationship
between state-based and structural power and intimate forms of violence.

In 2020-21, the group will host “Making Space: Emerging Theories and Interventions in
Critical Anti-Violence Research,” a two-day workshop that will include faculty and graduate
student presentations on interdisciplinary research exploring various forms of epistemic,
social, and political resistance to structural gendered violence, as well as guided
discussions on developing areas of research on connections between gendered violence
and statecraft, biopolitics, subject formation, and the carceral state. The presentations will
be followed by a creative roundtable format to cultivate conversation between the
participants to identify new connections across fields and new areas of interrogation. The
purpose of the workshop is to illuminate emerging scholarship on transnational, national,
and local anti-gendered violence scholarship and movement building that remain at the
margins of anti-violence scholarship across fields.
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